
 

 

   

 
 

MLA Executive Committee Agenda 

Friday, February 9, 10 – 12 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom  

 

Join Zoom Meeting  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82832523996 

Meeting ID: 828 3252 3996 

 

1. Call to order  

a. Vote to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2023 meeting 

2. President’s Report 

3. ALA Presidential Candidate Ray Pun Meet and Greet 

4. Treasurer’s Report (Sarah) 

5. Director of Operation’s Report (Kristen)  

6. Conference Update (Conference Committee Co-Chairs)  

7. Committee Reports 

8. ALA Presidential Candidate Sam Helmick Meet and Greet (11 am) 

9. Update 

a. MBLC  

b. MLS  

c. NELA  

d. MSLA  

e. Others  

10. New Business 

    A. Vote on the Slate of Officers for 2024-2025 

    B. Vote to become a Unite Against Book Bans State Partner 

   C. MLA Membership reminders   

11. Old Business 

 SLI / Massachusetts Library Association Partnership 

12. Adjournment 

*Next meeting: Friday, April 12  

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82832523996
mailto:samhelmick.library@gmail.com
https://uniteagainstbookbans.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bcGrDLm9F9JRGwiy_ZjTKeL0wtridzSl/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11BrCBE2svNY17SwNU8cjSRtovTcON7rihqPXrAXuM2E/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

President’s Executive Board Report — February 2024 

 Meetings attended: 

● ALA Chapter Advocacy Academy Workshop, December 8-10, Chicago, IL 

● Legislative Hearing Regarding School Librarians and Libraries Bill, January 10 

● MLA Admin Board Meeting, January 12, virtual 

● MLA PR Meeting, January 18 virtual 

● MLA Legislative Meeting, January 19, virtual 

● MLA Membership meeting, February 1 virtual 

● MLA/MSLA meeting, February 2, virtual  

   Upcoming Events: 

● Legislative Breakfasts: 

Wilmington Public Library, February 9 

Cambridge Public Library, February 23  

Personnel/Chair Updates: 

Carol Gafford has offered to be a co-chair for the Public Relations Committee.  Sara Slymon is 

creating a sub-group for the Leadership Committee called Managing Moms. 

Advocacy: 

I am working to add both BillTrack50 and One Click Politics to the MLA website. I am working 

in partnership with MSLA to provide Bill information to both organizations using these tools.     

Horizions:  

Both Noelle Boc and I met with Barb Fecteau and Jen Varney about how MSLA and MLA can 

partner and be a force together to support public, academic and school libraries.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Filleul, President 

February 5, 2024 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Director of Operations Monthly Activity Report 

Name: Kristen Collins 

Date: February, 2024 

 

Member Relations ● Managed incoming emails/inquiries/phone calls  

● Archived contacts 

Technical ● Met with MC Trade contact to kick off project  

External Relations ● Prepared NELA report and sent to NELA rep  

● Created new members via ALA 

● Fielded inquiries from media and/or outside agencies 

Conference 

Management 

● 24 exhibitors registered, 5 sponsors 

● Fielded inquiries re: potential exhibitors 

● Attended committee meeting 

● Scheduled meeting with a member to assist with PR 

Finance ● Forwarded invoices for 2024 and 2025 conferences 

Next steps Conference: 

- Featured speakers on website - need to fine tune who is sponsoring 

what session/program 

- Redeploy exhibitor/sponsor info 

- Open conference registration 

MLA Survey 

LINKS MC Trade 13-Min Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53lVjcvq4UM&themeRefresh=1 

  

MC Trade Website Templates : https://memberclicks.com/mc-trade-

portfolio/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53lVjcvq4UM&themeRefresh=1
https://memberclicks.com/mc-trade-portfolio/
https://memberclicks.com/mc-trade-portfolio/


 

 

MLA Legislative Committee Report 

February 2024 

 

The Legislative Committee continues to work on several pieces of legislation affecting libraries 

filed at the statehouse.  

 

Hearings on Library-Related Legislation 

January 10, 2024 the Joint Committee on Education held a hearing on two bills related to 

protecting the freedom to read in public schools in the Commonwealth (S.2528, H.4229) 

 

The Legislative Committee worked with Andrea Fiorillo from IFSRC and MSLA to recruit 

people to testify on the need for the bills.  Legislative Committee also made broad appeals to the 

library community to recruit written testimony in support of the bills. 

 

Legislative Briefings 

The Legislative Committee hosted two briefings to continue to make the case in support of 

proposed legislation that benefits libraries. 

 

On January 23 the Legislative Committee hosted a briefing for H.3239 -- an act empowering 

library access to electronic books and digital audiobooks.  This is legislation sponsored by 

Representative Ruth Balser.  House Library Caucus co-chairs, Representative Natalie Higgins 

and Representative Brian Murray, introduced the session and Rep. Balser spoke about the 

development and reasoning for filing the bill.   

 

The Legislative Committee recruited David Leonard from the Boston Public Library, Emily 

Alling from Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts and Kyle Courtney from Library Futures all 

delivered remarks explaining the problem of high prices and restrictions on use of digital books 

and audiobooks for libraries.  Kathy Lussier closed the session out with compelling information 

detailing the escalated spending public libraries in the state have committed toward digital books 

and audiobooks and the number of checkouts typical print items have in public library settings. 

 

On January 31 the Legislative Committee hosted a briefing for bills S.2447 and H4235 – an act 

protecting against attempts to ban, remove or restrict library access to materials.  These bills are 

sponsored by Senator Jacob Oliveira and Representative Aaron Saunders respectively. 

 

Andrea Fiorillo from IFSRC, Will Adamczyk from Legislative Committee and John Chrastka 

from EveryLibrary institute delivered remarks the explained the problem of challenges and 

harassment libraries have been experiencing in recent years as well as the logic of centering the  

 

 



 

 

MLA Legislative Committee Report 

February 2024 – continued 

 

language of the bill in public accommodation and civil rights laws that exist within the state and 

moving away from reliance on the American Library Association Bill of Rights. 

 

The Legislative Committee worked extensively with staff from Senator Oliveira’s office to 

revise the language in the bill and to change some areas of state statute that the bill targets. 

 

A briefing to support the MBLC budget requests has been scheduled for March 6.  The 

Legislative Committee will be working with staff from the MBLC to develop an agenda and 

speakers for that briefing. 

 

The Legislative Committee been working with staff from Senator Cyr and Representative 

Saunders’ offices to explore scheduling a briefing in support of their bills.  Senator Cyr’s office 

has been experiencing some staffing transitions and once the transitions have stabilized, the 

Legislative Committee will support MSLA in developing an agenda for the briefing. 

 

Legislative Breakfasts 

The Legislative Breakfast subcommittee has been working hard.  13 breakfasts have been 

scheduled around the state during breakfast season.  To date, attendance at breakfasts has been 

strong and a strong message is being delivered to Senators, Representatives and their staffs. 

 

EveryLibrary 

The legislative advocacy/collaboration subcommittee continues to work with John Chrastka of 

EveryLibrary to help us strengthen our legislative activities.  John spoke at the briefing for 

Senator Oliveira & Representative Saunders’ bills.  John provided information that illustrated 

how the bills would be strengthened by centering language in public accommodation and civil 

rights laws. 

 

Publicity 

The Legislative Committee has been making an effort to regularly post legislative updates on the 

MLA Facebook page (pictures and information about the briefings and from legislative 

breakfasts) so membership can be informed on how MLA is working on their behalf. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Will Adamczyk, Kathy Lussier, Nora Blake 

Cochairs, MLA Legislative Committee 

 



 

 

 

Intellectual Freedom/Social Responsibility Committee 

MLA Executive Board Report — February 2024 

Past Activities: 

 

● Testified at the statehouse hearing on Education Committee freedom to read bills S.2528 

& H.4229, wear every hopeful these bills will go up for a vote and pass 

● Consulting with MSLA on Education Committee freedom to read bills: S.2528 & H.4229 

as they prepare for the next stage of briefing lawmakers 

● Strategy session on proposed bills with Legislative Committee, and EveryLibrary 

Institute 

● Briefing lawmakers at the statehouse to revise and support H4005 and S2447 

● Guest lecture for  Simmons University LIS Intellectual Freedom course- a rewarding 

experience with an engaged class. Reinforcements are coming. 

● Presentation to the Friends of Bellingham Public Library on censorship 

● Meeting of the Intellectual Freedom Task Force 

● Completed reporting to ALA OIF for 2023 harassment, material and service challenges-

forty incidents reported by our committee about a 35% increase from 2022. MSLA had 

about half a dozen reports from school libraries in 2023. We also are aware of many more 

challenges from FOIA requests from a Boston Globe reporter who queried all MA school 

districts as well as an individual who queried both school and public libraries. We look 

forward to MBLC’s data from this year's ARIS report which will be more definitive.  

● Updating committee membership  

● Attending Conference Committee meetings 

Upcoming and Ongoing Work: 

● MLA Conference 2024  

● Presentation on censorship at Regis College  

● Intellectual Freedom Task Force work 

● Consulting on cases of challenges to programs and collections 

● Speaking with the media 

● Recruiting new members 

● Next meeting 2/29/2024, 10-11:00 a.m. via Zoom 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andrea Fiorillo and Susan Caulfield, Co-Chairs, IF/SRC 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Paralibrarian Section Report 

for February 2024  

   

Our last meeting was at January 16th via Zoom The following was discussed:    

   

MLA Conference:      

• Our program Will be titled Beyond Circulation: Maximizing the Talent 

of Your Paralibrarians.  Our program will consist of Hands-on 

demonstrations of some tasks that paralibrarians do at their libraries and our 

PARA certifications and Awards.        

   

PARA Certification and Awards:     

• To date we have one application for a level two.  

• We have an applicant who is willing to make our forms fillable PDfs    

• Gerry will be handing Awards for the next few months    

   

2023 – 2024 Meeting Dates ;    

•  3/12/24, 4/9/24 (5/6/24 5/7/24 Conference) 6/11/24   

   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Anna McGrath 

Chair Paralibrarian Section   

 


