MLA Legislative Committee Meeting
July 20, 2018 - SAILS
Agenda
Attendees
Online
Nanci Hill
James Lonergan
Sharon Shaloo
At SAILS
Charlotte Canelli
Paul Engle
Jennifer Harris
Jamie Viveiros
Steve Spohn
Greg Pronevitz (Recorder)

10:00 a.m.

Review Minutes from 6/15/18

Approved. See attached.

10:05 a.m.

MBLC update (Mary Rose Quinn)

See written update, “Conference Committee . . .” attached
Working on construction line with A&F to work with Legislature. The current cap of
$20million is limiting. They could use help with this. More to come.
All but two lines were funded at ask of plus 3%
Technology (9506) still got a substantial increase.
Mass. Center for the Book (MCB) was level funded
MBLC Admin Line got almost $200k after 4 years of level funding
A few earmarks have gotten through. $490k
Governor has 10 days to approve and/or veto
IMLS funding looks good with a slight increase in Senate. House looking at level
funding.
Marrakesh Treaty on rights for vision impaired is looking good.
Sharon asked: Will MBLC advocate for MCB next year? James answered that MBLC
advocated for MCB this year. Next year’s priorities are not set yet. MBLC will be
issuing a survey soon and inviting affiliates to submit info at Sept. Board meeting in
Scituate.

10:20 a.m.
attached draft

Candidate Survey Update (Nanci Hill for herself and Krista), see

Krista has the 2018 primary lists
335 registered candidates
Pulled 2016 info and number was lower
See attached letter and questionnaire
Questions will be reviewed by relevant folks
Is it worth sending with about 40 known folks respond?
Consider the mailing budget.
Message will be sent by Krista and Will Adamczyk.
The group reached consensus to email all incumbents and to follow up after the
Sept. 4 primary via email. Committee members will divide up the work of
collecting emails from non-incumbents once the candidates are know. However,
Krista may be able to gather the emails.
Charlotte is seeking the list of emails for the initial emailing.
Krista will prepare online survey.
Send your comments on the questionnaire to a Google Doc.
Questions will be sent to relevant folks. Due July 31 to Charlotte and Jennifer.
Aug. 15 send to those in uncontested races (including incumbents).
9501 – James
9506 – Eric Graham, MVLC
9401 – Steve and Anna F.
Support for School Libraries – Greg, MSLA
Construction – James
Libraries for the Blind – Kim Charlton--Jennifer will contact her.
MCB – Sharon
9101 - MBLC Admin Line – James
Library Caucus – add names of chairs
Use of Engage to reach out to Governor after Conference Cte. Steve and Susan
will work on it.

10:45 a.m.

Library Legislative Day at the State House update
(Jennifer Harris/Tressa Santillo)

Thanks to Jaymie for agreeing to co-chair with Tressa on this year after a great year
managing the exhibits. Hoping for first Tuesday in March 5, 2019. Requests have
been for Tues., Wed., Thurs. in the first two weeks of March.
We’ll ask Caucus Co-chairs to sponsor the day.

11:00 a.m.

Update on MSLA advocacy plans with regard to the Study of the
Special Commission to on School Library Services in
Massachusetts for this fiscal year. (Greg Pronevitz)

Here’s a link to the study: https://mblc.state.ma.us/programs-and-support/youthservices/school-libraries-study.php
Greg updated the Committee on the following:
Planning in progress for a meeting of MSLA, MBLC, and DESE on August 1. We hope
to establish relationships to seek the implementation of the goals in the Report of the
Special Commission on School Libraries in Massachusetts, e.g.., explore joint
investment in online content to strengthen equity of access statewide and place a
School Library Specialist at DESE.
Greg shared a copy of “What is the Commission” as an overview, attached and
mentioned a qualitative study of the benefits of school libraries. School Library Impact
Studies.
Greg has been contracted as Communications Specialist to promote the study and
promote the implementation of its recommendations. He’ll be working closely with
MSLA’s new group of Advocacy Co-chairs, Robin Cicchetti, Amy Short, and Anita
Cellucci as well as President, Carrie Tucker and VP, Laura Luker and Executive
Director, Kathy Lowe.
Greg will be the MSLA Liaison to this Legislative Committee and looks forward to
working together. MSLA is considering an event at Legislative Day to attract school
library supporters and will share information as planning proceeds.
Re: Legislative Day:


Steve mentioned that the Commission update at the last event was informative
and well attended. Greg will see it a separate meeting might be planned.



Jennifer suggested that schools might apply to be part of the showcase.



Charlotte suggested that MSLA might consider ALA speakers at future events.



Greg requested that MSLA have a few minutes at lunch for an update.

11:15 a.m.

Old business –

1) Thank you letter to Library Caucus for Budget Support. Susan and Steve are
meeting and will share draft for a thank you campaign.
2)

GoToMeeting request for subscription to the MLA

(i) Executive Board. Jennifer spoke to Will. It will go to Admin and
EB. Sharon suggested Tech Soup.
3) Use of Engage by local groups. 2/3s of states have Executive directors and staff
to manage. NYLA allows outside groups to use it because there is admin.
support. We don’t have this support.

11:30 a.m.

New business –

a.
Net Neutrality at the State Level – ideas
We should monitor activities in Boston and DC.
b. Engage, Charlotte, Jennifer, and Steve will address the engage issue with Susan.
c. We’ve lost network representation. Jennifer is reaching out to potential members.
d. Steve brought up new Min. Wage Law – This will have a strong effect on delivery
costs. MLS will be reaching out to legislators and appealing to MBLC and MLA Leg.
Cte.
e. MCB has app to promote literary walking tours (Mass. Book Trails) that has gotten
good press coverage. There may some advocacy opportunities.
f. Meeting Room Use – Intel. Freedom Cte of ALA interpreted the ALA Bill of Rights in
cases where meeting room challenges have been faced and wrote hate group and
hate speech into its interpretation/guideline. Local libraries make their own
decisions. There is a petition to rescind this and a request for an apology.
12 noon

Adjourn

Next Meetings: 10am-12noon on Fridays
September 28 at MLN
October 26 MLS- Marlborough
November 30 MLN
January 25, 2019 MLS-Marlborough
February 22 – MLN
March 5 hopefully Leg. Day
April 26 – MLS- Marlborough
June 28 - MLN
National Library Legislative Day will be in June next year in conjunction with the ALA
Conference in DC

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Quinn, MaryRose (BLC) maryrose.quinn@state.ma.us
Conference Committee Report and legislative budget votes
July 18, 2018 at 4:29 PM
MLA Leg Comm mla-legcom@minlib.net

Conference Committee Report

Mary Rose Quinn

-You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "mla-legcom" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to mla-legcom+unsubscribe@minlib.net.

What is The Special Commission on School Library Services in Massachusetts?
This Commission, charged by the Joint Legislative Committee on Education in 2014, set out to
use a specific set of measures to determine if school library services and resources were
equitable for all students in Massachusetts public schools. The Commission worked with
researchers from the Center for International Scholarship in School Libraries (CISSL) at Rutgers
University to conduct a rigorous study to assess equity of access in public schools, and was
comprised of:
● Legislators: Co-sponsors Representative Sean Garballey and Senator Kenneth Donnelly;
Representative David Vieira, Senator Donald F. Humason, Jr.
● Library community members from the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners, Massachusetts Library System, Massachusetts Library Association,
Massachusetts School Library Association,
● Education community members including, Charter School representation, the
American Federation of Teachers, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,
Massachusetts Teachers Association, Massachusetts Association of School Committees
● Broader community members: Boston Business Roundtable
The study, and the Commission’s recommendations based on its findings, was published as The
Massachusetts School Library Study: Equity and Access for Students in the Commonwealth, and
was provided to the Legislature in February 2018.

Key Findings:
Data collected by the Commission demonstrate that Massachusetts students do not have
equitable access to school library programs:
● Equity of access to professional staff
o 20% of schools have no librarian
o 61% have no library support staff—librarians are often relegated to clerical duties
(half of all librarians report performing non-instructional activities daily)
o Only 43% of schools have a library or technology director to oversee their
programs, and urban school libraries are significantly less likely to have this
position
● Equity of access to the school library
o Libraries in urban and rural school districts are closed significantly more often
than libraries in suburban districts –most often for testing or due to lack of
adequate staffing
● Equity of access to authoritative digital resources and access to information
technology
o 40% of students have poor internet access in school libraries, and this is a
significant difference in urban and rural districts compared to suburban districts
o Many schools have limited access to computers in the library
o Significantly fewer urban school libraries have access to information technology
● Equity of access to funding and subsidized resources

o Budgets for school library programs vary widely, but overall funding for library
resources is not adequate to provide newer materials or technology in most
districts
o Many districts use antiquated audiovisual materials, have limited technology, and
outdated print materials
o Two-thirds of Massachusetts School Libraries do not participate in interlibrary
loan programs
o Only 66% of school library programs report using state-funded electronic
resources available through the partnership of the Massachusetts Library System
and the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners
o 20% of school libraries don’t belong to the Massachusetts Library System
o 71% of school libraries don’t participate in Commonwealth e-book collections
● Equity of access to library instruction and help
o Instruction in school library programs is not consistent across schools with wide
variation in the ability of school librarians to collaborate with teachers, the
number of classes taught, and grade levels that receive instruction
o Only 64% of students have regular and consistent access to school library
programs and resources
o Librarians report issues with inadequate time to teach all students; access to
classes, and access to space

Recommendations of the Commission:
Recommendation 1.0. Improve Access to School Libraries and School Librarians
● Recommendation 1A. Every public school in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has a
school library and a certified school librarian.
● Recommendation 1B. Establish the position and responsibilities of the School Library
Curriculum Specialist at the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.
● Recommendation 1C. Support a culture of inquiry in schools that sustains inquiry and
resource-based learning, collaborative teaching, and the integration of digital technology
to improve access for all students.
Recommendation 2.0. Improve Access to Information Resources in School Libraries:
Information Resources are highly dependent on digital Information Technology that
facilitates access. Without adequate infrastructure and devices students cannot access the
information and support they need to develop digital literacy, ethics, and safety.
● Recommendation 2A. Increase access to print resources in school libraries.
● Recommendation 2B. Increase access to electronic resources in school libraries.
Recommendation 3.0. Improve Access to Information Technology:
Professional Development for the licensed school librarians emerged as a strong trend in the
data. It is critical that licensed librarians are hired to manage the Commonwealth’s school
libraries. Since the library and information science field is dynamic, school librarians need
continuing and high quality professional development to deliver high quality, relevant
instruction and help to students and ongoing, just-enough-just-in-time training for teachers and
administrators.

● Recommendation 3A. Improve access to internet and digital devices in school libraries.
● Recommendation 3B. Increase access to Information Technology through staffing.
Recommendation 4.0. Improve Access to Library Instruction and Help
● Recommendation 4A. Promote best instructional practices in the school library.
Recommendation 5.0. Improve Access to Funding:
Funding cuts across all the dimensions of school librarianship. Guidelines for Budget Allocation
and Expenditure should be developed to support Recommendations 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, and 4.0.

